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As we learned from this report, in 2000, there was 157 MW of installed
RE capacity, and by 2018 this had increased 6 fold, to about 990 MW
In 2006, ADB started its Asia Clean Energy Forum.  At that time there
were about 150 participants, ADB was investing ~$200 million a year for
clean energy, and global clean energy investment was ~$130 billion.
In 2019, More than 1,600 people from 70 countries attended the Asia
Clean Energy Forum (a 10-fold increase), ADB’s annual lending and
investment for clean energy is around $2.5 billion annually (a more than
10-fold increase), and global investment in clean energy is around $300
billion (a 3-fold increase).
That’s a lot of change, a lot of growth, and it seems very impressive.
BUT … unfortunately, the rate and pace of growth, while it has
consistently exceeded expectations, is not nearly enough.

I would start by thanking the organizers of this event-- REN21, Asian
Development Bank, UNESCAP and the Renewable Energy Institute, who
funded and supported the development of this important report.
 
I was privileged to be asked to make some closing remarks.  And I am
delighted to share my perspectives, both as part of the team that developed
the report, and also in my role over the past 15 years, working with the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), the US Agency for International
Development, and also the Korea Energy Agency (KEA) to organize one of
the largest clean energy focused events in the region, the Asia Clean Energy
Forum.
 
So I will start with some perspective:
 

 
How do we know that…
 
Well, as we heard yesterday, in the excellent opening session of GGGI’s
Green Growth Week, from Arthouros Zervos, the Chair of REN21, “The
transition to a renewables-based power sector is UNSTOPPABLE.” 
 
When I heard this, I got very excited, and was ready to start planning for my
retirement.  But then I listened closely to the end of his sentence:
… “but not necessarily in the time frame needed to meet limit temperature
increases the 1.5C increase.”
 
He then went on to give us more homework—a call to action—that we need
to think and act more broadly, to move from an Electricity Transition to a
complete transformation of the Energy System.
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Another speaker, Arab Hoballah, Team Leader of the Switch Asia Sustainable Consumption and

Production Facility, who had a distinguished, 25-year career in a variety of key roles at UNEP, also

put things bluntly, arguing that we need to be engaged directly with the Finance Ministries to shift

investments.  

 

He said that, “It’s time to shift subsidies toward innovation and energy efficiency and away from fossil

fuels … and if we don’t do that, then we can forget about the Paris agreement.”

Both of these statements are alarming … and correct.

 

The problem is that we cannot work on one issue—for example the power sector; and then another—

heating and cooling; and then another—transportation and e Mobility. All of this critically important

work has to be done in parallel, like building an airplane while it is already flying in the air.

 

And so now to this report and its importance in the overall ecosystem of action on renewable energy.

 

• One of the most important things about the report is that it exists, as a report for the record.

• For the first time, REN21 and its partners have assembled data from 18 Asia Pacific countries that

cover 52% of the world’s population; 88% of the population in Asia and the Pacific, and account for

39% of global energy supply (and this share is growing).

• The region covered has 27% of the world’s 50 largest cities, and 93 of the 100 most polluted cities

 

…So much to learn from it. But again, the importance of this report it that it forms a sort of public

record on how we are doing on RE across this large and important region—a region that is ground

zero for efforts to scale up clean energy and to decarbonize the energy system.

 

The report was developed in an open and transparent manner.

• Data were collected from representations from the public and private sector across the 18

countries

• There was a real collaborative spirit, and the documents worked on were open source.

• And while the data are not perfect—there remain gaps to fill and areas to improve collection and

accuracy—this is the start of a very important process.

 

Because we only have 11 years to fundamentally change the trajectory of the world’s energy

pathway.  

And as they say in management, you cannot manage, what you cannot measure.

We need to have not only a map with an X marking our destination.  We need real time GPS

navigation, with readouts on where we are each year, and augmented by pointers on best practices,

and lessons learned, and examples that we can share with one another to not only make sure we

reach the destination, but to ensure we get there faster, safely, and in one piece.

 

Thank you for your time and attention during today’s report launch.  It has been a real pleasure and

privilege for Asia Clean Energy Partners to work with so many important donors and key

stakeholders to be a part of this effort.

 


